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14 | Abstract

"...Yea, the stork in the heavens knoweth her appointed times; and the
turtle dove and the swift and the crane observe the time of their coming...”

Jeremiah 8:7

The swifts are fast becoming a major issue in urban nature conservation. This booklet is for the use of schoolchildren, the public
and soldiers in order to deepen their affinity for the swifts in particular, and nature in general.

Already in ancient times the Prophet Jeremiah regarded with awe the accuracy with which the migrating birds appeared in the
skies of the Holy Land every year, and chose to mention the stork, the swift and the crane as the birds representative of this
unique natural phenomenon. And indeed the swifts arrive back from Africa to their nesting sites in Israel year after year almost
on the same date.

One could ask what is so special about the Common Swift that a special booklet has been produced in its honor when Israel has 540
bird species. Or why Lieut. Gen. Gadi Eizenkot, IDF Chief of General Staff, took off time to release a swift at the IDF Headquarters
in Tel Avivin the midst of the largest IDF training exercise ever, together with 12 of the General Staff Headquarters major generals.
And if we are producing a booklet about an Israeli bird species, why this monotonously colored grey-black bird when the country
is blessed with such colorful birds as the Hoopoe, its national bird, or the three species of multicolored bee-eaters.

The answer is simple: The Common Swifts manage to ignite the imagination of nature lovers and birdwatchers the world over
because of their unique characteristics: « they are considered the best flyers in the wild and can reach speeds of 200 km/hr; ¢ their
young spend their first three years airborne without landing even once; ¢ they eat, sleep and even mate while airborne; « the
oldest breeding colony in the world is situated between the stones of the Western Wallin Jerusalem, the holiest site in the Jewish
religion; « their chief food is aerial insects and so they are considered efficient and environment-friendly biological pest control
agents; « their numbers have declined drastically.

But what has fascinated us more than anything is the swift's connection to human settlements - they breed in the towers of
mosques, churches and many structures in Tel Aviv since the city was founded. Due to modern building styles, the number of
available nesting sites has been reduced by half, and it is up to us to help this amazing bird that wheels above our cities hunting
insects, such an important component of the urban scenery for many.

The swifts have brought about the forging of partnerships between many organizations committed to their conservation, as well as
the education of a new generation of schoolchildren, and soldiers and citizens for whom urban nature is their window to the wild.
The Common Swift has become a symbol of the importance of conservation in Tel Aviv's White City (a UNESCO World Heritage
Site), Sarona, south Tel Aviv and additional cities in Israel. The swifts represent for all of us the special connection between the
importance of preserving the country's heritage sites together with its fauna and flora that comprise one indivisible complex.

The following bodies have joined forces to protect the swifts: the Tel Aviv Municipality, the Society for the Protection of Nature in
Israel's Hoopoe Foundation, the Friends of the Swift, the IDF's Nature Defense Forces, the Council for Conservation of Heritage
Sites in Israel and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority.

We hope that in the coming years this unique project for swift conservation will be extended to all the cities in Israel, to twin cities
overseas (such as Frankfurt A/M and others), so that we will be able to keep enjoying the swifts also nicknamed the "100 day birds”
during the three months they spend breeding in Israel, the birds that are the symbol of freedom, flight and nature conservation.

-



The Swifts,
the Symbol of Spring

The sight of the sw:fts flying at low altitude above the buildings of the big cities in Israel is a magn/flcent 5/ght (Photo: Amir Ezer)

Ilan Goldshtein, Amnonn Hahn, Yossi Leshem, Dan Alon, Guy Sali
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